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[nited New York and New jersey
Sandy Hook Pilots Benevolent Associations

201 Edgewater Streer
Searen Island, NY 10305
Phone: (718) 448-3900
Fax: (718) 447-1582

wwwv.sandyhookpilots.com

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

Privileged/Confidential infarmation sy be contained in this facsimile and is intended only for the use of the
addressee, 1f you are not the addressec, or the persqn responsible for delivering it to the person addressed, you may not
copy or deliver this 1o anyonc clse, If you recsive this facsimile by mistake, picase notify us immediately by telephone.
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REPORT-OF MARINE ACCIDENT

Date of Raport 4/17/06

To BOARD of COMMISSIONERS of PILOTS
af THE STATE of NEW YORK

THE VESSEL FOR WHICH REPORT IS MADE

R. om ﬂ::.w Single Coeontainer
New Delnhi Express . F.R. of China =07 are SOIBW ...t
Name zB_aam_._« single, twin, etz pagsenger lra.gn tank @it
vessel of . 39341 gross tons, propelled by ., Biesel .. . .. . engines, Equipped .. with ragar;
steamn turhine, oil, ol6. RQuU=SAd ral @xudaas
s 9 . .
 Loaded ., drawing ..w..'\. ... feet, L .... inchas, forward, and w . fest, . o m .. inchas 2%,
Ipaged, 7 ~aliast, elc,
, Sea mmnmw mm
under .. m..wm.muw.m.n raae e proceeding from ... ... T L L. R S
ao_.,;: anrgitman: (It 15§, vassel) . e nsit : in use
. n ransxy :
Port wewark - ung A0 RRARS T L winragar LT L
at anghor, In berth, ete, noyse. AD! N use

THE ACCIDENT

Grounding
N ) e e ae et ae - eaEe e T

coilision, grounding, atc.
mmnamn Point West Reach

LOCATION: ... ... 0 . P e B AU e
with anmz:am
A npw Hm moom
TIME: o&wo .......................... ON . m_ ...... S U
:as, 57 or EDBTY
SREVAILING GONDITIONS:  Wind ... 8euth 276 KIS weaingr .. Moist .. .
. diraction force fair, r3in, 5lg2]. eic,
Atmosphere .....T99 ... e - Visibility ,.2€FC . ....:Tide Lov. water slack.
ciear, nazy, vense 194, BiG. % mile, elc. lies) of feod, etg
OTHERVESSEL (iffepllision: _ ... ... .. ... oaahe N S
Name Nahgnaiity
et e iecea. o vessel propellad by L. i a e Lopilotedby Lo oo .
:Eoz. low boat, ate steam, mator, etc. Nawg &f 2008
QTHER PROPERTY, NOT AVESSEL (ifcollision) ... ovenn i S e
DAMAGE TO VESSEL FORWHICH REPORT IS MADE: .. Vessel was holed in the number four
fuel oil tank on the starboard side and took on water. )
DAMAGE TO OTHER VESSEL OR OTHER PROPERTY (lf collision): ......... e e
LIVES LOST: . .. - e PERSONSINJURED: .o i i e i cit s e e .

WITNESSES (Names and addresses; also, titles if officers or craw members):

aptain John Bates, Metro Pilots
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sSCRIPTION OF SURROUNDING CIRCUMSTANCES (in detall, inciuding information as 16 empioyment &: radan
0210 EDST

inh r
|voarded the . Ne¥ Delbl Express et 00 e
© Nome ol vesse! : Ioc. mm«os 08T
Apeil 15,.2006........a ... Pilet Sratien .. . U A

v g

Sua, fier, Anahorage, nie Giva numper, Nama, ar fouation of picr U ancnurage

Qate
am pilot hoat (ifany) . Bhaatem. . ... Continue below and, if necessary, on additional shezt, or sheets.
- Nameg
~—8ae Attached--
kS
WWEM: on 2 $eparate shaat a diagram indlcating courses, Rapartrendergd by .
‘Reeds, and positions of your veszal in relation to sheqe - U ignansy | B S R
. v i . S E M aALts
‘m?oz and uther vessels in theg vicinily during the fificen s Sabie
.553.. baiore the accident and the fifteen minutes after ca .m~$? . \W\N}\. hN Pitot
. ﬁﬂa_oms the pasitions of othgr vessels and, if availabig, {(Full Branch, etc} aa.n&. r.wo.x x 4...&:.25.
1alr o, . T e L
ames Lung isiand Seurce Biock isiang Sou-
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1 boarded the New Dehli Express on pilot station at 0210 hours on Saturday Apnl 15,
2006.

The visibility at boarding was two to three miles but the mate on the pilot boat New York
informed me that there were spots of fog in Ambrose channel and that it was reported
clear in the Upper Bay at that time. I experienced conditions of reduced visibility around
the ‘14’ buoy Ambrose channel, approaching the Narrows and at the “22° buoy in the
Upper Bay.

The vistbility cleared to three miles while approaching the Constable Hook Range and

remained that way until the vessel neared the Bayonne Bridge and Bergen Point.

I transferred the conn to Captain John Bates of the Metro Pilots at approximately 0345
houts on the Constable Hook Range. In our Pilot to Pilot exchange I informed him of our
deep draft, air draft and the oncoming traffic in the Kill Van Kull.

The visibility held good until we approached the Bayonne City dock. At that tme we

could not see the Bayonne Bridge stracture.

As we approached the bridge, I was standing with Captain Bates at the port side radar
unit with my laptop on the window sill directly in front of us displaying our positien. The
radar picture showed the drill boat “Procter” in the security zone at Bergen Point between
the “15° buoy and the ‘E’ buoy with our heading line passing between the drill boat and
the ‘E’ buoy. Captain Bates asked my opinion of the present situation and I suggested a
change to starboard to avoid a potentially dangerous situation with the drill boat which is
a stationary object in the water, Bates agreed.
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1 then heard Captain Batcs ask the tugboat on the starboard bow, the Miriam Moran, if
they could see the red ‘14" buoy at Bergen Point. The operator on the tug replied in the
negative. Bates then asked me to go out onto the starboard wing to see if I could spot the

buoy.

When 1 got to the bridge wing I looked up and could see the red channel edge marker on
the underside of the bridge on our starboard side. Ithen looked down to the waters edge
and spotted the ‘14" buoy off the vessel’s starboard bow. I shouted the buoy sighting to
Bates through the starboard wheelhouse door but believe he may not have heard me from
the far end of the bridge wing.

I then observed the Miriam Moran adjusted her angle to the vessel’s hull from a position
of about 15-20 degrees off parallel 10 a parallel position resting alongside the hull of the
vessel ag the buoy passed the tug. I would estimate that the buoy passed of{ our starboard
side by about 50-75 feet from the hull. When the buoy passed abeam the vessel, I ran to
the starboard bridge door to inform Captain Bates that we were abeam and proceeded

back to the wing edge o observe once again.

When the buoy passed astern of the vessel I then started back inside the wheelhouse to
tell him that we had passed the buoy and it was then that I noticed that the vessel had
started to list to starboard. Captain Bates said to me that he thought that the ship may
have grounded at the point and we agreed that we should try to keep moving the vessel
away from the shoal and the dnll boat that was in the security zone to our port side. This
oceurred at approximately 0420 houts.

As we moved towards the middle of Bergen Point West Reach the vessel finally
grounded near the centetline of the channel according to mmy DGPS system with a list to
starboard approaching 10 degrees.
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While Captain Bates was coordinating his tugs with the vessel T called VTS to inform
ihern of the situation and then advised the Captain of the vessel to start sounding the
tanks to determine what damage we may have sustained.

The vessels crew reported taking on water in the number 4 fuel oil tank which lies on the

starboard side of ihe vessel.

1 remained on the vessel until relieved by Captain Paul Klein at approximately 0730

hours. | then returned to our office for post incident testing.
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