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1:10 p.m. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, it is ten after one on 

Wednesday, the tenth of March.  My name is Mariette 

Burer with the National Transportation Safety Board and 

to my left is –   

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Lieutenant Scott Baranowski, 

Coast Guard Sector, Baltimore. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Petty Officer Thomas 

Frank McCollum, Coast Guard Station, Curtis Bay. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Corporal second class 

Josh Namlet, Coast Guard Station, Curtis Bay. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  What I would like to do is 

just get a little bit, take you one at a time for right 

now, and then get a little bit of educational 

background and work experience?  Why don’t you go?  

You’ll have to identify yourself again.  

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  This is Petty 

Officer McCollum.  I attended station at Curtis Bay for 

about four years.  In that time we’ve never had an 

incident like this one occur.  With this water taxi, 

unfortunately, where it was located and then the storm, 

the winds were really kicking up that day.  I think 

some of the gusts were approximately 50 knots.  And for 

this time of year, we don’t usually get storms like 

that, it’s more like a summer-type storm that we got 

that day.   
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So as it came through, we received a call 

around approximately it was quarter after four on 

Saturday afternoon.  At that time we sounded the SAR 

alarm back at our station – the search and rescue 

alarm.  One crew left in our 27-footer, the 272005 with 

approximately six persons on board.  Shortly after, 

around 30 minutes later, Petty Officer Manwitz (ph) and 

myself and three other crew members then jumped on the 

212047 and went to the scene of the accident. 

That was – by the time we got on the scene, 

the largest of the fire boats here for Baltimore City, 

I can’t remember the name right off hand, but was right 

beside the water taxi which at the time was still under 

water with just the floats on the top of the water.  

And you want to pick up from there? 

MS. BURER:  Go ahead, and well – identify 

yourself and then –  

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  EMT (ph) Josh Namlet, 

US Coast Guard.  I’ve been in the Coast Guard four 

years and a lot ... 

When I got the call, got in the ... 21-

footer, I took my crew, by the time we got on the scene 

from the time I got to the station was ten minutes.  We 

got on the scene, like he said, the fire boat was tied 

off alongside the water taxi, just the pontoons were on 

top of the water, and there was a  lot of life jackets 

and a life ring floating in the water.   
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Came on scene, the 27 was just looking 

around, we weren’t tasked with any specific searching.  

I started to go around in the debris field, doubling 

through it in the debris field to try to see if we 

could find anything.  There was another water taxi on 

scene that was driving around.  We went up next to 

them, told them to head back because there’s ... 

configuration of the one that just flipped.   

The winds are still gusty about 30 to 40 

knots for a good hour, the first hour that we were on 

scene.  The other water taxi, the one driving around 

beefier I went out there and told him to head out of 

there, he was picking up all the life jackets and the 

only thing that he left in the water that I got to him 

before he picked up was a life ring.  That was the only 

means of drift that we had left over. 

At that time I dropped ...  a life ring with 

a strobe light ... strobe light on it and I began to 

extend our search.  Expanding search went on for about 

an hour and ten minutes on ... leg, pretty much all the 

way from where the debris field started right off of 

... Point to, by the time it ended, we were down by the 

Key Bridge, pretty much cutting back and forth across 

the ... the whole entire way. 

We called in – like we did all the shoreline 

search from the ... Point all the way down to the Key 

Bridge by the ...  Found nothing.  There was just a 
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couple pieces of the capsized water taxi floating 

around, left them floating to keep an accurate rate of 

drift and all that. 

The wind went on the entire time.  I was out 

until 9:30, 2130 at night, and the winds went on the 

entire time, didn’t go below 20 knots.  They were still 

blowing, I believe, out of the north, I believe.  I 

don’t know exactly.  They were still blowing about 20 

knots the entire way.   

When I picked up – when I dropped my ring 

buoy and float light, it was right off here, up by Fort 

McHenry, and when I picked it up at 2130, it was on 

land at the toll plaza – that was five hours later ... 

toll plaza. 

The next day – if you want me to go on to the 

next day? 

MS. BURER:  No, that’s good, because it’s 

mostly the first day and the rescue part.  When you 

guys knew about it at what time when you actually 

sounded the SAR alarm – what exactly was it when you 

moved it and who all responded – and like what you were 

saying from that ... point to the Key Bridge when you 

got there – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Yes, we drove back and 

forth, pretty much from shoreline to shoreline and 

worked our way – and it was only 200 yards, it seems, 

on each of the tracks that we went.  It was pretty 
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tight. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Co-officer Wahtan 

(ph) -- ... Wathan (ph) -- he’s sick right now.  He’s 

the first on scene as far as the Coast Guard goes with 

the boat.  He would be another person if you want to 

interview. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  He was on the 27. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  He was on the 27-

footer.  He would be your closer eyes. 

UNIDENTIFIED:  You were on the ... correct, I 

was on – 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Oh yes?  I hadn’t 

remembered. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, maybe what we can do is 

talk to you a little bit later after this interview is 

finished and then pick it up. 

UNIDENTIFIED:  Sure. 

MS. BURER:  Just to keep them separated, you 

know, then – okay, so from as I see it, as I understand 

it, you all found out at approximately 4:15 in the 

afternoon. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  I’d say that’s when 

the call came in. 

MS. BURER:  And where did the call come from? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  That I – from 

looking at the log and stuff back at work, I don’t 

think we ever put it –  



 

Executive Court Reporters 
301-565-0064 

7
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  911 calling station. 

MS. BURER:  And what is normal procedure for 

you guys? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Normal procedure for 

us, we get a 911 call of people in the water, sound the 

SAR alarm and respond as fast as possible.  And that’s 

– 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  And actually that 

afternoon, the crew of six persons were on the 27 and 

gone within eight minutes after receiving the phone 

call.  So they got a quick response out of there.  I 

would say they were probably on the scene right at 

4:30. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  It takes ten minutes 

from our station to get there.  They were on scene – 

that’s possible. 

MS. BURER:  Where are you guys located? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  In Curtis Bay. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  Okay and when you arrived 

on the scene, what were the weather conditions like? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  The winds were 

gusting out of the northwest, 30 to 50 knots it’s 

determined, and two to three foot sea, just chops, two 

three foot chops. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Very nasty day for 

that area between the Key Bridge and the inner harbor 



 

Executive Court Reporters 
301-565-0064 

8
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

is usually – kind of pretty much calm, whenever the 

bay is rough.  But that day, because of the winds, the 

direction of the winds, it was really rough for -- ... 

the 21 footer that we had. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  The 21? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Yes, he had to drop me 

off on the water taxi that was there on location at the 

time and to try to get the configuration of what the 

inside of the vessel so the captain on board knew this 

water taxi very well, the one that had gotten into the 

accident.  So I got the configuration of the inside of 

the boat, and again, like I said, once Petty Office 

Namath (ph) came around to pick me up, we were having a 

heck of a time just to transport people off the boat – 

off the boat and stuff because of the weather 

conditions were so harsh.   

The wind – along with the wind, I know 

between the four hours we were out there, the 

temperature dropped dramatically. 

MS. BURER:  How – what were the temperatures 

when you first started out? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  60? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Before that storm 

hit, yes, we were -- it was probably like 60 degrees 

back at the station, and by that evening, or right 

before sunset it felt like 40 degrees, maybe colder 

because of the wind chill. 
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PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  ... all over the bow, 

it was freezing cold. 

MS. BURER:  Do you guys take a water 

temperatures at all during the day. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  We take them in the 

morning. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Once in the morning. 

MS. BURER:  Once in the morning.  Do you 

recall what it was? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  34 degrees – or 

forty -- 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  43 degrees was the 

water temp. 

MS. BURER:  And that only gets done once a 

day, just in the morning.  And that’s it?  Okay.  When 

you arrived on the scene, what did you see around you 

as far as landmarks? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Where the boat was? 

MS. BURER:  Yes. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Are you asking where 

the boat was? 

MS. BURER:  Yes. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  The boat was right 

off of the tip – the southernmost tip here of Fort 

McHenry, right off of there, in between the power 

stacks arrives at a point and Lehigh Cement on this 

side – in between. 
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MS. BURER:  Yes, okay, so that’s the way 

the boat was? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Yes. 

MS. BURER:  That’s where you guys ended up – 

okay. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  That’s where the 

original spot was.  And a half hour later, the boat was 

all the way down off the first pier. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Almost to the marine 

terminal, almost, wasn’t it? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Almost, but it’s 

like – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Right beside the 

Comfort. 

MS. BURER:  Marine terminal?  Is that – 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Right where the 

Comfort is. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  All the blue cranes 

are and where the USS Comfort is. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  I would say – like ... 

said, it’s probably about how far it drifted in the 

time we were on the – 

MS. BURER:  And how long were you guys on the 

scene? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Four to eleven. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Our boat crew, you’re 
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talking about.   

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Then we left.  We 

kept a boat crew out there through the night, so we 

were on the scene probably a solid 24 hours – 

MS. BURER:  Right, but as far as you – 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Four to five hours I 

think we were there. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  ... to 9:30, six 

hours. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.   

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Roughly. 

MS. BURER:  And when you arrived, what kind 

of debris did you see? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  The life rings. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  I saw a piece of a 

ladder. 

MS. BURER:  Was that plural, life rings? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Yes – no, there was 

one life ring, the PFDs were – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Life vests. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  About ten in view or 

something, but the other water taxi went around and 

picked them all up. 

MS. BURER:  Were they associated with – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Yes, ... Seaport Taxi. 
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MS. BURER:  Thank you. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  It’s actually – he’s 

the coxun of the vessel and he will tell you right now 

that’s not good practice.  Usually we try to keep as 

much debris and what have you inside the water.  That 

gives all of us a landmark of the spot to keep most of 

our attention on from the git-go, and whenever you take 

that element out, it kind of makes the search a lot 

more difficult. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  But he left one life 

ring, by the time I got to him – 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Luckily, we still 

had that too. 

MS. BURER:  How close were you all to – did 

anyone come on board as far as the passengers that were 

– 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Uh-uh (no.)  By the 

time we got on – 

MS. BURER:  -- any bodies or – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Uh-uh (no.)  By the 

time we got on scene, they were already on land.  All 

the passengers were on land. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  With the fire 

department and the Navy Reserve, working in concert, 

they did a fantastic job. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Getting everybody 
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out of the water by the time we got there.  Did you 

see anyone in the water? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  They had them out of 

the water by the time we got there. 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  So it was very 

quick. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  You guys got there at 

approximately what time? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  We got there about a 

half hour after the initial call. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  Okay, got it. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  I think it was 4:45 

when we got on scene – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Our boat, the 27, got 

there a little earlier. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  Were there any other boats 

out there aside from the Navy boat, the police – the 

fire department, right, and the water taxi? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  The Navy guys were 

moored up by the time we got there.  The only boats 

that were out there were Deckerman’s (ph) Marine Towing 

– 

MS. BURER:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  They were there – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Boats – that was the 

only personal craft that was out there and we pulled up 
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alongside and got their information. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Yes, there was a 

recreational boat out there, the Tublet (ph) – 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  And they were right 

off of the six knot market, right through the inner 

harbor, approximately, I think, two to 300 yards ... 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  How long have you been 

with the Coast Guard? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  With the Coast Guard, 

six and a half years. 

MS. BURER:  Six and a half years, and how 

long have you been stationed at Curtis Bay? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Just over four years. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, and for you? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  I’ve been here for 

four years. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  I don’t have any questions 

at this time.   

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Lieutenant Baranowski, Coast 

Guard.  When you all arrived on scene, where was the 

capsized pontoon boat at that time? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Alongside of the 

fire boat.  It was tied up alongside the fire boat, 

right off of ... Point, about 200 yards from shore. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Kind of like a 

platform, I would say, for them to get the people out 

of the water.  So the fire boat just pretty much laid 
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right up against it.  They were pulling people on 

board that were left.  They were also using that as a 

platform for the dive crew. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  The divers were 

standing by to go in the water when we got on scene. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  On top? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  At the bottom of the 

pontoon boat. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Do you remember any 

passengers that were ridden on the fire boat? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  They were gone.  

They were pretty much gone. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Like I said, the fire 

boat was more like a platform for the dive team. By the 

time we got there, I didn’t see any more passengers on 

the scene. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Approximate location of the 

divers were again? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  They were on – they 

were on the top side of the capsized boat – they were 

standing between the pontoons, going down underneath to 

check to make sure there was nobody underneath. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  And they were standing 

by for information from us when we got on scene to go 

talk to the other Seaport Taxi because the divers, they 

need to know where they’re going into.  So I went over 

there to get the information from a captain of the 
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other Seaport Taxi.  He ... took me over there, I 

talked to him, came back, told the dive team what I 

had, the information, the specs of the boat, location 

of the helm, what type of doors were on it, the bench 

seat location.  And then the dive team will take that 

information when they go underneath.  Unfortunately, 

when they went underneath, they came back up and said 

it was secured and there was nobody else left in there. 

INTERVIEWER:  ... the location where that 

occurred at that time? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Right here is where 

the boat was ... upright, just north of the NH buoy – 

it was just like --  right between number three and the 

NH buoy is where the boat was when we got on to – 

actually where that little line is, right near that 40 

– number 29.  ...’s right in the middle. 

INTERVIEWER:  That’s a shipping channel, 

there, right? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Well, it was right – 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  About how deep is that 

shipping channel? 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Fifty feet? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Roughly. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  And your next course of 

action was doing the search and grid pattern, I guess? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Yes, I did – well, I 

searched the actual debris field real quick, and then 
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once they -- he pulled up all the life jackets, I 

dropped our datum (ph) and our ring buoy and strobe 

light, to get a more accurate reading, because there 

was a ... wind, that was just out in the water, just 

blowing, so I dropped ours and then did the search.  

It’s all in the log back at the station book about the 

datum.  I did 21 legs ... 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  ... the one that was 

off their boat was not weighted down, so the wind has a 

lot – it can push it around as it will, where ours has 

got some weight with our strobe light, is kind of a 

better marking to our search. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  You said that was found 

about five hours later over near the bridge? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Yes, that’s where I 

dropped it off – I dropped it right at the NH buoy and 

... five hours later I picked it up and it was on land 

at the – right at the ... at the Key Bridge, on the 

northwest side. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Where did you get the 

information about search patterns to go for, or was 

that something that just kind of – the wind was blowing 

northwest, I guess? 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Yes.  It was coming 

out of the northwest. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  Okay. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  We’re supposed to 



 

Executive Court Reporters 
301-565-0064 

18
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

actually get on scene, ... and then debris and all 

that kind of stuff. 

LT. BARANOWSKI:  That’s all I have. 

MS. BURER:  Okay.  I don’t have any further 

questions.  Let me stop the tape one second. 

(Whereupon the hearing was off the record for 

a few moments.) 

MS. BURER:  Just I would like for you guys to 

acknowledge that the conversation has been recorded. 

PETTY OFFICER NAMLET:  Petty Officer Namlet, 

Coast Guard Station, Curtis Bay.  I acknowledge it’s 

been recorded. 

PETTY OFFICER McCOLLUM:  Petty Officer 

McCollum, stationed Curtis Bay also, acknowledge it has 

been recorded. 

MS. BURER:  Okay, thank you. 

(Whereupon, the interviews in the above 

captioned matter was concluded.) 


