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OIC at Station Honolulu. Answered the SAR line from Group Honolulu. He understood 
there was a collision between a sub and a whale watch boat. He activated the station SAR 
alarm and went to the station docks. The XPO was getting the 41’ ready. 

He took the RHI with two crewmen. The RHI is a 24 foot zodiac with diesel engine out- 
drive, radar, GPS, chart plotter and VHF-FM. He encountered 4-6 foot seas with an 
occasional 8 footer. He was able to make 25 knots going out with three POB 

As he approached the area he was directed by the helicopter to check the life rafts. He 
checked the rafts, seeking the captain or a crewman who could speak English. He located 
the captain and took him aboard the RHI They went raft to raft, counting and checking 
for injuries. 

He found people distributed as follows: 17 in the group of three rafts, 2 in another, 6in a 
third, and 1 in a fourth, close to the submarine. There was one injury located, an injured 
shoulder. He saw no life jackets, and most had no shoes. 

When the captain told him there were 35 in the crew, he realized he couldn’t take tha 
many in his two boats. This was passed to helicopter. When 26 were located, he felt they 
could take them although it would put 41’ over its limit. The alternative was to have RHI 
stay with rafts until 41’ could make round trip. 

He departed with 7 POB on return, could make about 15 knots. EMS met him at dock. He 
did not send boats back out that day. 


