
STATEMENT 

District Heights. Marvland 20747 

Mi-. Sing stated he was watching TV at his home on September 27,2008, between 
2345 to 2400 hours. He heard1 a helicopter approaching his home and it flew over his 
house flying towards Walker Mill Regional Park and Andrews A.F.B. Mr. Sing stated the 
rotor blades were making a “popping” sound. He went outside and observed the 
helicopter below the clouds in a descending level attitude. He estimated the clouds were 
about 100 to150 feet above the trees. Mr. Sing stated it was dark with a light mist of rain. 
He followed the helicopter wttil it disappeared from view. The next morning he saw on 
the news where the helicopter had crashed. 

Read the statement back to Mr. Sing and he agreed with the statement. 

Carrol A. (Corky) Smith 
Senior AS1 

September 30,2008 



STATEMENT 

Ca itol Hei hts, Maryland 20743 m 
Mr. Livingston stated he was standing in his yard located on September 27,2008, 

at 1 150 EDT. His home is located about 1.5 miles from Walker Mill Regional Park, 
Forestville, Maryland. He heard a helicopter approaching his house heading towards 
Andrews A.F.B. Mr. Livingsiton stated the sound of the of the rotor blades sounded like 
the helicopter was traveling slow, and there was a light mist. Initially he could not see the 
helicopter as it approached. And the helicopter was below the clouds. When asked what 
altitude the helicopter was at Mr. Livingston stated he did not know. Mr. Livingston 
stated he thought the helicopter was trying to land. The helicopter disappeared fiom view 
and then there silence. 

Senior AS1 
September 29,2008 



MMOWDUM: 
FROM: Clint Davie, Civilian Pilot 11 
TO: TFC DeRuggiero 
DATE: 2 October 2008 

At the request of TFC DeRuggiero, I am submitting this memo. The 
events occurring approximately 0310 on 28 September 2008 were recorded 
by me at approximately 0600 on 28 September 2008 and given to 1Sgt. 
Eisele and Sgt. Wheelock. That memo, in spite of the traumatic 
circumstances, will be more accurate and factual than this. 

I was the first to arrive at the Trooper Two Hangar at 
approximately 0310 on 
28 September 2008. I found most of the lights and TV off. All doors 
were locked. I did not notice what was on the medic's desk. There was 
a weather brief and weight and balance computation (I learned later the 
weight and balance was part of the package) sitting on the pilot's 
desk. There was an open manual on the GPS system. The manual was open 
to the "How to input a flight plan" section. The pilot's computer was 
on and HEMMS was on the screen. I secured the manual and flight plan 
and gave them to Sgt. Wheelock. 

weather directly from the HEMMS prior to a mission. If HEMMS tells me 
the weather is not within division minimums, I turn down the mission. 

I left the computer as I found it. I know that most pilots read the 



SYSCOM - Corporal George Noyes #2415 incident report for September 28, 2008. 

On September 28, 2008 @ approximately 1800 hours, I assumed control of flight 
operations at the console of SYSCOP& helicopter dispatch for the Maryland State Police 
Aviation Command. I conducted the routine tasks of medevac and law enforcement requests for 
service. My duty was to assign and direct the appropriate aircraft for the requested mission. 
Also, I monitor the progress of the fleet during all assigned missions while directing other fleet 
mission requests, monitoring the communication links to the center for important mission 
information, directing all information to the proper collection center, and insuririg the proper 
collection of mission data. The weather tool HEMS indicated marginal VFR conditions 
throughout most of the state. All sections were indicating a mission by mission conditional 
response status due to the weather conditions throughout the state. 

This tour of duty was unremarkable except for the routine requests for service. I1 mas not 
until approximately a few minutes after midnight on September 29, 2008 that my attention was 
directed to the flight operation of Trooper 2, N92MD. White seated at the console, I observed on 
the ADSB an indication that Trooper 2 was grounded. 

Prior to this event, Trooper 2 was dispatched to the scene of a traffic collision in Waldorf, 
Charles County, Maryland shortly after 2300 hours. Trooper 2 flew to the scene and picked up 
two patients and a second provider. Trooper 2 lifted from the scene enroute to the Prince 
George’s Hospital Center. 

The flight was routine until shortly after midnight, when I received a transmission from 
flight paramedic Trooper First Class Mickey Lippy. TFC Lippy ad\iised that Prince George’s 
Hospital Center was too foggy and that Trooper 2 was changing its landing zone for the medevac 
mission to the Andrews Air Force Base. TFC Lippy requested that Prince George’s Fire 
Department dispatch a medic unit to assist in the transfer of the patients to Prince George’s 
Hospital Center. TFC Lippy made an inque  a short time later to confim that Prince George’s 
Fire Department was contacted for the patient transfer which was confi ied by EMRC 
personnel. 

A short time following this transmission, I observed a red aircraft icon on the flight 
following screen. This was an indication that the signal was lost or that the aircraft was 
grounded. This area was on the approach to Andrews Air Force Base. However, I recognized 
that the area was not the landing zone that Trooper 2 indicated for the patient transfer. 

During this chain of events, I received a call from the Forestdle Barrack duty officer. 
Sergeant Robert Lipsky. He inquired as to the location of Trooper 2 because he received a call 
from Andrews Air Force Base Tower that Trooper 2 was no longer on their RADAR screen. 

Potomac Approach contacted SYSCOM and advised that Trooper 2 was no longer on 
their RADAR, I advised Potomac Approach that a search for the aircraft was initiated. 



Immediately, I initiated a transmission on the radio (44.74) to Trooper 2 and received no 
response. I repeated this several times with the same result. Following this action, I initiated the 
iLlISHAlp Plan. 

I contacted OEicer of the Day, F/Sgt. Tobin Triebel by the Nextel walkie-talkie. I 
advised FISgt. Triebel that Trooper 2 was grounded and that I received no response from the 
crew following my repeated transmissions on the radio. F/Sgt. Triebel advised that he would 
continue the implementation of the MIS€€.@ Plan by insuring that the appropriate notifications 
were made to the command st&. 

EMRC Staff and Forestville Duty Oficer, Sergeant Lipsky aided in the coordination of 
requesting the assistance of Prince George’s Fire Department and Foreswille Barrack on duty 
patrol personnel for a ground search. 

United States Park Police Aviation Uni4 Eagle 2, and Trooper 8 personnel, Mi-. Scott 
Russell and TFC John Preston were requested for an aerial search. Both were able to launch but 
the weather conditions in the search area prohibited any aerial search. Eagle 2 and Trooper 8 
returned to their sections and the crew members responded to the scene utilizing ground 
transportation. Trooper 8 crew received the ground coordinates from SYSCOM which they 
utilized in coordinating the ground search for Trooper 2. 

During this time, no further infomation regarding the condition of the aircraft, crew, 
patients, or additional provider was obtained. There were no indications from any source which 
would indicate the severity of the situation. No witnesses were forthcoming which would aid 
ground search personnel in the location of Trooper 2, The GPS location acquired from the 
ADSB indicated that Trooper 2 was grounded in Walker Mill Park. The park is located in the 
District Heights area of Prince George’s County, Maryland between Walker Mill Road and 
Ritchie Road. 

Shortly after 0100 hours, SYSCOM staff was aided by the response of additional 
Aviation StaE to the center. The continued coordination of MISHAPffIUP activities were 
assumed by Lt. Walter Ken. 
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Robert Dunn 
Riverdale Park, MD 20737 

Mr. Dunn stated that a helicopter flew very close overhead. Mr. Dunn did not recall what time this occurred, but he stated that the 
helicopter was probably only ahout 50 off the ground. Mr Dunn called back and advised that he remembered thinking, “why is a 
helicopter flying in this weather.” He then thought that maybe the helicopter was trying to fly below the weather. Mr. Dum stated 
that it was very fogm at the time he heard the helicoeter. 

Marla Sands 

Ms. Sands advised that at around 2300 hrs. She heard a helicopter flying very low and that it did not sound right. Ms. Sands stated 
that she went out to see what was happening and she said she could see yellow on the helicopter and that it was not raining. Ms. 
Sands lives relatively close to the scene of the accident. 

Mrs. Brown advised that she heard the belicopter fly over her residence and it did not sound right, she advised it made a “piercing 
sound” as it passed over. She further advised that when the helicopter liPted off &om the area after picking up the crash victims it did 
not seem like it went up right, almost as if it struggled. Mrs. Brown advised that she could see this fiom her residence. 

Cathy Shay 
Waldorf, MD 20603 - 

Ms Shay stated that she heard the helicopter, and that it was very loud. Because she lives so close to Andrews Air Force Base, she 
hears a lot of aircraft going back and forth. She said that the helicopter sounded louder and louder, like it was not going up. She stated 
that usually the sound would fade out, because it was flying away, but this time it got louder and louder. 

Lorraine Ward 
District Heights, MD - 

Ms. Ward stated she heard the helicopter and it was not sounding normal. She saw it out her kitchen window and it was flying very 
low. Then she heard a “hump” sound about 1 minute or more after it went past her residence and she looked out side but did not see 
anything. Ms. Ward stated she saw the helicopter around 2300-2400 hrs. 
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