
Weather Data 
 
 

DFW08FA062 
AS350 EMS Helicopter, February 6, 2008 at 0254Z, Laguna Madre, Texas 

 
 
 
 

Synoptic Situation 
 

 
 

National Weather Service (NWS) Surface Analysis for February 6, 2008 at 0000Z. 
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NWS Surface Analysis for February 6, 2008 at 0300Z. A cold front is seen just west of the 
accident site. 
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NWS Surface Analysis for February 6, 2008 at 0600Z. A cold front is seen well east of the 
accident site. 

 
 

Surface Weather Observations 
 

A wind shift was reported at Brownsville, Texas (BRO) at 0228Z and at Port Isabel, Texas (PIL) 
at 0211Z. 
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AO2 PK WND 16028/2322 SLP035 T02330206 10278 20233 53004 
AO2 SLP041 T02280211 
AO2 
AO2 SLP051 T02220211 
AO2 WSHFT 0211 PRESRR 
AO2 WSHFT 0211 SLP092 T02330206 53057 
AO2 
AO2 
AO2 PK WND 36026/0347 SLP112 T02280067 
AO2 SLP124 T02060061 
AO2 SLP136 T01830067 10233 20183 402780183 51044 

Dynamically generated Wed Feb 20 15:38:38 EST 2008 via 
http://cdo.ncdc.noaa.gov/qclcd/QCLCD 
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Weather Radar Data 

 
Level II Doppler weather radar data for Brownsville, Texas (KBRO) were reviewed using 
IDV**. These data were from the National Weather Service. 
http://hurricane.ncdc.noaa.gov/pls/plhas/has.dsselect 
 
Murray, D., J. McWhirter, S. Wier, S. Emmerson, 2003: The Integrated  
Data Viewer: a Web-enabled application for scientific analysis and  
visualization. Preprints, 19th Intl Conf. on IIPS for Meteorology,  
Oceanography and Hydrology. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
KBRO Base Reflectivity image for 0253:17Z. The elevation angle is 0.5 degree and the range 
rings are every 10 kilometers. Weather radar echo intensities are in dBZ (see the color bar at the 
top of the image).  The red triangle is the location of the Convention Center at South Padre 



 9

Island, Texas. At this location the KBRO radar beam center is at an altitude of about 1,300 feet. 
Weak weather radar echoes are seen in the Convention Center area. 
 
 

 
 
KBRO Base Reflectivity Range Height Indicator (RHI) image for 0253:17Z for the KBRO radial 
through the location of the Convention Center. The distance of the Convention Center along this 
radial is 36 kilometers. At this location weather radar echo tops are about 7,000 feet. 
 
 
 
 
Data from the KBRO VAD Wind Profile … Data generated using the Java NEXRAD Viewer 
(www.ncdc.noaa.gov). 
 
Altitude in feet … Wind Direction in degrees and Wind Speed in knots  
 
Time  Altitude  Wind Direction / Wind Speed 
0241Z  400    214/13 
0247Z  400    285/13 
0253Z  400    299/17 
0259Z  400    300/15 
 
0241Z  1,000    208/18 
0247Z  1,000    253/15 
0253Z  1,000    282/19 
0259Z  1,000    284/18 
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       Gregory D. Salottolo 
       National Resource Specialist 
       Meteorology 
       February 21, 2008 


