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Witness who had p r o v i d e d  a w i t n e s s  c o n t a c t  number b u t  whom had n o t  g iven  a 
s t a t e m e n t :  

J e r r y  Combs m 
M r .  Combs had been a former Chief  a t  t h e  F i r e  S t a t i o n  from which t h e  
a c c i d e n t  h e l i c o p t e r  d e p a r t e d ,  and had r e t u r n e d  a s  a " s o c i a l "  v i s i t .  

H e  i s  a t r u c k e r  by t r a d e  and i s  n o t  a l i c e n s e d  p i l o t .  H e  was i n  d i r e c t  
l i n e  of s i g h t  t o  watch t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  d e p a r t .  

H e  s t a t e d  i t  d e p a r t e d  normal ly .  H e  confirmed t h a t  i t  c l e a r e d  w e l l  o v e r  t h e  
power l i n e s  and t h e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  tower .  H e  s a i d  a s  i t  moved away from 
them, t h e  
" t o p  b l a d e  came o f f " .  I asked  i f  he noted  i f  it appeared  t o  be i n  one 
p i e c e  o r  i f  p i e c e s  of it came o f f ?  He s t a t e d  from t h e  d i s t a n c e  he was a t  
it appeared t o  be one p i e c e .  I asked i f  t h e  f u s e l a g e  t h e n  went s t r a i g h t  
down o r  i f  it c o n t i n u e d  forward a t  a l l .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  f u s e l a g e  went 
forward f o r  few seconds ,  a t  which p o i n t  it dropped t o  t h e  ground and a 
l a r g e  plume of smoke e r u p t e d .  

I asked i f  he n o t i c e d  any o t h e r  p a r t s  coming o f f  t h e  a i r p l a n e .  H e  s a i d  n o t  
t h a t  he remembered, b u t  t h a t  t h e r e  d i d  appear  t o  be a b i t  of "f lame coming 
o u t  of a e x h a u s t  p i p e  of t h e  engine"  j u s t  b e f o r e  it c r a s h e d .  

Witness who I i n t e r v i e w e d  on scene  f o r  which w e  d i d  n o t  have a w r i t t e n  
s t a t e m e n t .  

Michael was one of  t h e  f i r e  p e r s o n n e l  who was on scene  p o s t  a c c i d e n t  
working and was a l s o  a w i t n e s s  from t h e  f i r e h o u s e .  H e  s t a t e d  t h e  
h e l i c o p t e r  came i n ,  l a n d e d  s o u t h .  The p i l o t  d i d  a s h o r t  " p r e f l i g h t "  t y p e  
a c t i v i t y  i n  which he p u t  h i s  hand on t h e  t a i l  r o t o r  and moved i t .  I asked  
i f  he l i n g e r e d  on any one a r e a ,  and he s a i d  "no".  H e  s a i d  t h e  a i r c r a f t  
d e p a r t e d ,  r o t a - t i n g  t o  f a s t  e a s t .  I t  c l e a r e d  t h e  corn  e a s t  of t h e  f i r e h o u s e  
and t h e  p o w e r l i n e s .  H e  t u r n e d  away and d i d  n o t  see a n y t h i n g  a f t e r  t h a t ,  
u n t i l  o t h e r s  s a i d  t h e r e  was a problem and t h e y  s u i t e d  up t o  respond.  H e  
s a i d  based on t h e  smoke and f lames  he d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e r e  would be 
s u r v i v o r s  b u t  t h e y  w e r e  on scene  i n  approximate ly  two minutes  t o  respond.  

Linda Baker 
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