Sorensen Tim

From: L ]

Sent: Wednesday, September 03, 2008 12:49 PM
To: Sorensen Tim; NN
Subject: Remaining Witness Statement

Witness who had provided a witness contact number but whom had not given a
statement:

Jerry Combs
Mr. Combs had been a former Chief at the Fire Station from which the
accident helicopter departed, and had returned as a "social” visit.

He i1s a trucker by trade and is not a licensed pilot. He was in direct
line of sight to watch the helicopter depart.

He stated it departed normally. He confirmed that it cleared well over the
power lines and the transmission tower. He said as it moved away from
them, the

"top blade came off". I asked if he noted if it appeared to be in one
piece or if pieces of it came off? He stated from the distance he was at
it appeared to be one piece. I asked if the fuselage then went straight
down or if it continued forward at all. He stated the fuselage went
forward for few seconds, at which point it dropped to the ground and a
large plume of smoke erupted.

I asked if he noticed any other parts coming off the airplane. He said not
that he remembered, but that there did appear to be a bit of "flame coming
out of a exhaust pipe of the engine” just before it crashed.

Witness who I interviewed on scene for which we did not have a written
statement.

Michael was one of the fire personnel who was on scene post accident
working and was also a witness from the firehouse. He stated the
helicopter came in, landed south. The pilot did a short "preflight" type
activity in which he put his hand on the tail rotor and moved it. I asked
if he lingered on any one area, and he said "no". He said the aircraft
departed, rotating to fast east. It cleared the corn east of the firehouse
and the powerlines. He turned away and did not see anything after that,
until others said there was a problem and they suited up to respond. He
said based on the smoke and flames he did not believe there would be
survivors but they were on scene in approximately two minutes to respond.

Linda Baker
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